	subject title
	Methodological Individualism

	course numbers within the curriculum
	TT5

	prerequisites
	
	credit
	4

	subject supervisor
	János Tőzsér

	instructor(s)
	János Tőzsér, Ágnes Erdélyi

	brief description of the material to be covered:

The course presents one of the most important background doctrines of contemporary social sciences. We consider the circumstances that gave rise to the doctrine, and its influence on the research strategies of social science. We will also discuss focal arguments for and against the doctrine.


	required/recommended reading (lecture notes, textbook); list of 3-5 central readings:

László Csontos: „Epistemology, Social Theory, Social Research” 

Duncan Mitchell: Sociology. A Study of Social Systems, U Tutorial Press
Jon Elster: „Nuts and Bolts for the Social Sciences
Steven Lukes: Individualism, Blackwell

Max Weber: „Economy and Society”



	skills, abilities learned: 

The course provides an introduction into the philosophy of the social sciences, and prepares the student to undertake independent research in this area.


