	subject title
	Static and Dynamic Theories of Meaning

	course numbers within the curriculum 
	LM3.1

	prerequisites
	
	credit
	4

	  
	Zsófia Zvolenszky 

	instructor(s)
	Zsófia Zvolenszky,  Péter Mekis 

	brief description of the material to be covered:
The static view: meaning as information (Frege, Tarski, the early Wittgenstein, Carnap, Montague). Philosophical challenges: the late Wittgenstein on the ‘Augustinian picture of language’; Austin on the ‘constative illusion’. The dynamic view in semantics: Lewis, Stalnaker, Kamp, Stokhof, etc. Main issues in dynamic semantics: presuppositions, anaphoric relations, quantification, definite descriptions, discourse referents. Dynamics vs. compositionality. Dynamics, truth conditions and inference.

	required/recommended reading (lecture notes, textbook); list of 3-5 central readings:
Martinich, A. P., ed., The Philosophy of Language, Oxford University Press, 1996.

Lewis, D., Score-Keeping in a Language-Game, Journal of Philosophical Logic 8 (1979)

Muskens, R. & van Benthem, J., Dynamics, In: van Benthem, J. & ter Meulen, A., eds., Handbook of Logic and Language. Elsevier, 1997

	skills, abilities learned: Familiarity with dynamic theories of meaning.


