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Subject codes: BBN-FIL-220.02 BMA-FILD-220.02
Subject name: Late Antique Philosophy
Lecturer: Dr. Attila Hangai
Office hour and consultation upon email request -- email: attila.hangai (at) gmail (dot) com

Main goals of instruction:
1. You will develop the following analytic, research, language, and presentation skills: 
	to identify philosophical problems in texts of earlier thinkers 
	to distinguish the differences in problems and solutions 
	to analyse arguments and identify the relevance of differences in context 
	to be able to join discussions 


2. You will develop these skills through an engagement with Late Antique philosophical texts, so that you will get an understanding of these texts and the philosophical schools on an overview level.
No knowledge of Greek or Latin is necessary. 
Sources will be read in English translation.


Course Description: 
This course gives an overview of Late Antique philosophy, namely the main philosophical positions formulated and discussed in the period starting after the Hellenistic period (approximately starting in the 1st century BCE). 
The lectures will introduce students to texts and views of diverse philosophical schools active in the period. Some of these originate in the Hellenistic period (late Stoics, Epicureans, and Skeptics), others revive classical traditions (Aristotelianism, Middle Platonism and Neoplatonism), and some have origins in medical traditions (like Galen). 
The main focus of the lectures will be the methodology and relationship to the predecessors, theories and views on the soul and the human, and on questions of ethics about how to live a good life. 
Course topics
The course will cover philosophical schools of late antiquity, including late Hellenistic views (Stoics, Epicureans, and Skeptics); Galen, later Aristotelianism, Middle Platonism, and Neoplatonism.
The main focus will be given to the following topics:
	Philosophy institutions, methodology, and relationship to predecessors
	The soul
	Ethics

Sessions
	Introduction

Characteristics of the philosophical pursuit
On the soul
	Platonists before Plotinus

	Galen

	Peripatetics

	Plotinus

	Neoplatonists

Ethics
	Epictetus

	Sextus Empiricus

	Platonists before Plotinus

	Peripatetics

	Plotinus

	Neoplatonists


Preparation for the sessions
For each session, you should do a preparation:
	Read the core text or texts for the session (not longer than 20 pages). 
	Prepare a few questions about the text or the session-topic. These questions might be of several types: from clarificatory (if you did not understand something) to counter arguments against the position of the author (which of course requires you to identify this position). 
	Post/Send your question(s) before the class, so that all can think about or even answer them.
	Expect to present your question(s) in class, to have a good discussion.

If you need help, let’s discuss with the class, or ask me (email or phone).


Examination and evaluation system:
The course is delivered in a lecture format. Nevertheless, in-class discussion will be facilitated (ideally comprising about 1/3 of each class).
The final grade will be determined by oral examination. For advanced students, the oral exam can be substituted for a term paper (appr. 2500–5000 words, to be discussed individually).

 To accomplish the course, the following are required:
	You should have sent/posted your question(s) about the readings at least for 6 sessions.
	You participated in the course discussions.
	You have succeeded at the oral exam (or term paper)

Your grading is based on 
	the posted questions and in-class discussion -- 20%
	oral exam or term paper -- 80%



Main Literature:
The literature will consist of selected passages from or about authors in the schools to be covered. The selection is to be identified before class.
Additional literature:
To be determined for each session. In most cases optional scholarly works in order to help understanding the passages read.
The following books provide good overview of the philosophy in the Late Antique period, or some given aspect of it. 
	G.R. Boys-Stones, Post-Hellenistic Philosophy: A Study of its Development from the Stoics to Origen.   Oxford:  Oxford University Press, 2001. 
	Gerson, Lloyd P. (ed.), 2010, The Cambridge History of Philosophy in Late Antiquity, 2 vols., Cambridge (England) and New York, NY: Cambridge University Press.
	Remes, Pauliina and Svetla Slaveva-Griffin (eds.), 2014, The Routledge Handbook of Neoplatonism, London and New York: Routledge.
	Wallis, Richard T., 1995, Neoplatonism, with a foreword and bibliography by Lloyd P. Gerson, 2ndedition, London: Duckworth and Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing Company.

Collections of texts:
	Dillon, J. M. & L. P. Gerson (trans.) 2004. Neoplatonic Philosophy: Introductory Readings. Indianapolis, IN: Hackett.

Sorabji, R. (ed.) 2004–2005. The Philosophy of the Commentators, 200–600 ad, vol. 1: Psychology (with Ethics and Religion); vol. 2: Physics; vol. 3: Logic and Metaphysics. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press.
Sharples RW 2010. Peripatetic Philosophy, 200 BC to AD 200 An Introduction and Collection of Sources in Translation. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press


	 

