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Subject codes: BBN-FIL-232/02, BMA-FILD-232/02, BBN-FIL18-232/02
Subject name: Philosophy of Mind -- Ancient Greek
Lecturer: Dr. Attila Hangai
Office hour and consultation upon email request -- email: attila.hangai (at) gmail (dot) com

Main goals of instruction:
1. You will develop the following analytic, research, language, and presentation skills: 
	to identify philosophical problems in texts of earlier thinkers 
	to distinguish the fine-grained differences in problems and solutions 
	to thoroughly analyse arguments and identify the relevance of differences in context 
	to present your analysis clearly and distinctly (both orally and in writing) 
	to be able to join discussions 
	to defend a particular philosophical position with arguments 

2. You will develop these skills through an engagement with Ancient Greek philosophical texts, so that you will get an understanding of these texts and the philosophical schools that goes beyond the level of overview.
No knowledge of Greek or Latin is necessary. 
Sources will be read in English translation.

Course Description: 
This course is about philosophical problems that were developed about 2500 years ago (mainly) in Athens and apparently were discussed ever since. A cluster of such problems are now called Philosophy of Mind. 
We will read and discuss Ancient Greek authors, such as Plato, Aristotle, Epicurus, and the Stoics. The course will consist of 6 modules after an introductory session about the modules, the approach to the problems, and a brief reminder about the persons and philosophical schools. Each module explores a certain problem-area by (1) identifying the philosophical issues, (2) analyzing the different answers given by different philosophers and (3) comparing the solutions identified.
Course learning modules
Introduction: Isn't Ancient Greek Philosophy of Mind Anachronistic?
	The Role of the Knowledge about the Soul/Mind in Human Knowledge
	Soul in Nature – the Soul-Body Problem
	Scala Naturae – Discriminating Plants-Animals-the Human being
	Perception
	Self-motion and Action
	The Unity of Consciousness – The Self


Preparation for the sessions
For each session, you should do a preparation:
	Read the core text or texts for the session (not longer than 20 pages). 
	Prepare a few questions about the text or the session-topic. These questions might be of several types: from clarificatory (if you did not understand something) to counter-arguments against the position of the author (which of course requires you to identify this position). 
	Post/Send your question(s) before the class, so that all can think about or even answer them.
	Expect to present your question(s) in class, to have a good discussion.

If you need help, let’s discuss with the class, or ask me (email or phone).

Examination and evaluation system:
To accomplish the course, the following are required:
	You should have sent/posted your question(s) about the readings at least for 9 sessions.
	You participated in the course discussions.
	You have submitted the required preparatory pieces of writing for the term paper: 
	Research proposal
	At least one draft of your paper
	You have submitted a term paper (details below).

Your grading is based on 
	the posted questions -- 15%
	the discussions -- 25%
	the term paper -- 60%

Writing assignment
To prepare a good piece of term paper (appr. 2500-5000 words), let’s go through a usual research process. Required submissions and deadlines in bold. You can also send any of your drafts to get feedback, indeed, it is recommended. 
	Exploratory writing in course forum with peer feedback in form of discussion – this may lead to finding topic, testing problem, thesis, arguments
	Choosing a topic: by week 3 – this sets the main area of the topic, in which the paper should be written: then, you can start research in that particular topic

Research proposal: by week 7 – contains: problem/question/thesis, proof of the relevance of the problem to the topic chosen, and an outline of an argument for that thesis, and a preliminary bibliography (no longer than 750 words + bibliography)
	Draft #1 – the main argument drafted, in whatever way, without caring with notes, references, etc. in an exploratory manner
	Draft #2 – the main argument rewritten, still in a free manner + the thesis refined
	Draft #3 – writing the paper in academic prose with a preliminary structure
Final paper: by the last week – a discussion of a problem / and defense of a position in relation to it. (appr. 2500-5000 words)


Main Literature:
Selected passages from these treatises, selection to be identified:
Plato: Phaidon
Aristotle: On the Soul (de Anima)
Aristotle: On Dreams
Aristotle: On memory
Epicurus: Letter to Herodotus
Lucretius: On Nature
Stoics: fragments
Alexander of Aphrodisias: On the Soul (de Anima)
Additional literature:
To be determined for each session. In most cases optional scholarly works in order to help understanding the passages read.


