
Code(s): BMA LOTD 411.02 BMI-LOTD-411E.02 BBN-FIL-401/09 BMA-FILD-401/09
Title: Advanced topics in philosophy of language: Non-literal language use
Lecturer(s): Zsófia Zvolenszky
Location and time: MUK building i, room 224,Wednesdays 12:00-16:00 (in 5 blocks during the 2nd half of the semester), the first meeting time: October 24, 2018
Consultation (e-mail): zvolenszky@nyu.edu

General aim of the course:
Planned dates for the five blocks (tentative schedule): October 24, November 7, November 21, December 12, December 19

Prerequisites
– Students should be prepared to read and discuss materials in English. The language of instruction for the course is English.
	–	If this is your first philosophy of language course: the instructor’s permission is required for registering for/auditing the course.


Requirements
– 40-75 pages of reading for each block seminar
– at the beginning of (almost) every seminar, a short quiz (these count towards 10% of the final grade)
– posting 2 questions/comments at the course discussion forum for each class (10% of the final grade)
– class participation (worth 20%)
– writing 4 short (2-3-page-long) response papers during the semester (the best 3 of these go towards 30% of the final grade).
– Once during the semester, acting as MC (Master of Ceremonies) (this involves introducing the readings as well as students’ questions and comments, worth 30%)
– Because this is a block course that works as a seminar (so participation is key), your grade will be significantly affected by missed classes, even if you miss just one afternoon. In order to receive a grade, you are required to attend at least 4 of the seminar blocks. 
Content of the course:
How can we draw a distinction between literal speech and non-literal language use? The latter includes, for example, metaphorical, sarcastic, ironic discourse but also, arguably, fictional discourse, pejorative discourse. Is it theoretically useful to posit a literal—non-literal distinction, and if so, how? Traditionally, the study of non-literal language use has focused on figurative language use, and that, in turn, on the phenomenon of metaphor. During the seminar, we will explore some of the proposals about metaphor, aiming to locate them within a broader scheme that extends to other kinds of non-literal discourse as well. In doing so, we will explore ways in which a division of labor between semantics and pragmatics can be called upon to account for various kinds of non-literal discourse. 

Prior requests from students for readings, topics will be taken into account in developing the reading list for the seminar, so take a look in advance at some of the readings suggested  below, especially the “Pragmatics” essay, and ask away.

Bibliography: 
Introduction and background: Korta—Perry (2015): Pragmatics in Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy. available online at https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/pragmatics/

Two volumes that have articles, themes, authors of interest to those taking the course; ask the instructor for access to some of the readings in these anthologies:

Gibbs, R. W., Jr. (Ed.). (2008). Metaphor and thought: The state of the art. In R. W. Gibbs, Jr. (Ed.), The Cambridge handbook of metaphor and thought. New York, NY, US: Cambridge University Press.

Gibbs, R. W., Jr., & Colston, H. L. (Eds.). (2007). Irony in language and thought: A cognitive science reader. Mahwah, NJ, US: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates Publishers.


Further reading


