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Title of course: John Rawls, A Theory of Justice” Reading Seminar
Title of course in English: “John Rawls, A Theory of Justice” Reading Seminar
THE FIRST CLASS OF THE COURSE WILL BE HELD
ON THE WEEK OF 10 SEPTEMBER, 2018 
Lecturer: Kanygina Yuliya
Office hour, consultation (e-mail of the lecturer): kanygina.yuliya@gmail.com

Course description: In this seminar we shall read closely the book A Theory of Justice by the 20th century American political philosopher John Rawls. A Theory of Justice is Rawls’s most influential and most discussed work. In it he develops a theory of justice for a liberal society which he brands ‘justice as fairness.’ The theory is based on the ideas that all citizens are free and equal and that society should be fair.


General aim of the course: In this seminar you will improve the skills required for understanding of a philosophical text in English. You will also get acquainted with one of the major works in contemporary political philosophy.


Course evaluation:
(1) All students are expected to attend all classes and are strongly encouraged to be active in class. Ask questions and try to answer the questions posed by others.

(2) Prior to every class, students will be required to write a very short (1 paragraph) reaction to the assigned portion of the book. The reading reaction is understood broadly and could contain the student’s take on what the main conclusion in the assigned reading material is and the main steps of the argument summed up in one sentence each. It could also be a criticism about a particular step in the argument or identifying something a student does not understand and why it seems puzzling. Alternatively, it could be a student’s take on the strengths and/or weaknesses of the author’s position.

(3) Finally, every student will be asked to make one (max. 20 minutes) presentation based on the assigned portion of the book. The student whose turn it is to present, is exempt from writing a reading reaction for that week’s reading assignment.

All three are required in order to pass the course.



Required reading: John Rawls, A Theory of Justice (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1971). Specific readings (around 15 pages long portions of the book) will be assigned prior to each class depending on the progress.
 

Suggested further reading:




